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question of Shahu's succession came to distract the poor
king's few remaining days, Balaji had on his appointment
as Peshwa pledged himself to support the claim of Sambhaji
of Kolhapur, This policy, which would have united under
one crown the two Bliosle kingdoms, would certainly have
been best for the Maratha people. But in spite of their
apparent reconciliation Shahti hated Sambhaji and never
forgave him his alliance with the Nizam or Udaji Chawan's
attempt to assassinate him. Sambhaji, too, had no children.
It was, therefore, better to settle in Shahu's lifetime the
question once for all, than to pass it on still open to iiis
successor. Sagunabai's first cousin was married to Eaghuji
Bhosle and she had pressed on Shahu the adoption by
herself of Mudhoji Bhosle, Raghuji Bhosle's son. So long
as Sagunabai was alive, Sakwarbai stoutly opposed the
suggestion; for if acted on, it would have made Sagunabai
a more important person than herself. At the same time
she actively fomented an intrigue to remove Balaji from
the post of first minister. With a creature of her own in
office, she could adopt any one she pleased and in his name
govern, so long as life lasted, the Maratha empire. Raghuji
Bliosle gave her his support; so, too, did the Dnbhades and
the Gaikwads. Into Shahu's ear she poured a ceaseless
torrent of calumny against the Peshwa. She magnified
the looseness of his private life, which was not blameless.
She talked of his arrogance and ever-growing ambition.
"With such a minister," she cried, "what power is left to
the king? The royal troops win victories in every quarter
of Hindustan and the Carnatic, The plunder fills the
coffers of the Peshwa; the barren glory is the sole profit
of his master." The king's poverty and indebtedness were
her favourite theme. They had been caused by her own
folly and extravagance. At the same time it was true
that Balaji had by his careful control of the state finances
and his own domains not only paid off his fathers's debts,
but amassed a large fortune* " Let the king turn Balaji out
ol his office n whispered the insidious queen " and confiscate